eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think
that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell
you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” Then he told
this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking
for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, “See here! For three
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it
down! Why should it be wasting the so0il?”” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one
more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year,
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’

If you are a believer in God the Father, Son
SERMON and Holy Spirit; or Creator, Redeemer and
Sustainer; we welcome you to take Communion
with us. It is also perfectly acceptable to take
only the bread, or only the wine, if you so wish

If you would like to receive a blessing instead
of taking Communion, or would like a prayer
for healing at the altar rail, please ask the
priest when he comes to you.

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

THE NICENE CREED

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERTORY HYMN # 800 We love the place, O God

The service continues on Page 12 of the Service Booklet

FINAL HYMN # 625 Praise the Lord, ye heavens, adore Him!

SENDING OUT & POSTLUDE

NOTICES

Forthcoming dates: See details on Notice Board

Readings for Sunday 30th March : (Fourth Sunday of Lent)
Joshua 5:9-12 ; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Website: www.sjevar.com
YouTube: @St_Johns_Anglican_Church_Var

117 Avenue Paul Doumer
83700 St. Raphaél

St.John’s is an inclusive
congregation and welcomes
everyone to worship with us.

A congregation of the Church of England’s
Diocese in Europe and a member of the
World-Wide Anglican Communion

Parable of the
Fig Tree
Gospel of
St. Luke
Sunday 23rd March 2025
Third Sunday in Lent
Chaplain (Locum) Canon Tom Mendel 0494 5207 27
(emergencies) +44 7 540 955 303
Warden & Secretary Peter Owen 07 86 0581 12
Warden Bérengere Ross 0494761770
Music Director & Vice-Chair Shirley Rowson 06 60 71 93 54
Congregational Worship Leader Alastair Ross 0494761770

Nos offices sont filmés et publiés If you require a gluten free wafer for
sur internet, vous pouvez apparaitre communion, please notify the
dans nos videos. welcome person at the back of the
Our services are church before the service begins.
videoed and posted on the internet. The music edition of the Hymn Book is
You may appear in our videos. available at the back of the church



COMMUNION SERVICE

NOTICES & MUSICAL PRELUDE

OPENING HYMN # 43 As the deer pants for the water
WELCOME & PRAYER OF PREPARATION
CONFESSION, KYRIE, ABSOLUTION (No GLORIA during Lent)

COLLECT PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life
and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH (55:1-9)

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come,
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do
you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight your-
selves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I
will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See,
I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See,
you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall
run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glori-
fied you. Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let
the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to
the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

A READING FROM ST PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE
CORINTHIANS (10:1-13)

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them,
and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them,
and they were struck down in the wilderness. =~ Now these things occurred as
examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become
idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and
drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not
put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And
do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written
down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think
you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you
that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so
that you may be able to endure it.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL HYMN # 165 Faithful One, so unchanging

Gospel Reader: The Lord be with you
All: And also with you

Gospel Reader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke
All: Glory to you, O Lord

THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO ST.
LUKE (13:1-9)

There were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you think that because
these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galile-
ans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those



